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dA: Hilſt the bloody and diſtracting 
74 Conſequences of the unjuſtifiable 

+ Proceedings againſt Charles T. lay 
& freſh in Mens memories 3 and 
Jy . when there was ground of ſuſpi- 
cion that-the ſame Tragedy was 
MNCs again deſign'd in Charles the Se- 
's time 3 'tis no-wonder if the imaginations 
even of- the-moſt Underſtanding were warm'd in 

- oppoſition to-ſuch Principlesand Practices, and by 
a well deſign'd Zeal were carried on to enlarge the 

Notion of Nox- Refiſtauce beyond the limits their 

cooler Reaſonings would allow : And whena No- 

tion is once fram'd, and publickly avow'd, then, 

as "tis our own Brat, join'd with the diſhonour of 

being miſtaken, - gives _ a Biaſs to the —_ 
| tnat 
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The true Notion of 


that we often cannot ſee, much leſs confeſs our 
Error ; and 'tis to this, that almoſt all the Learned 
Diſputes owe their continuance. On the other 
hand, others ſeeing rhe certain miſchievous effects 
of the Doctrine of Nez Refiftance laid down with- 
out limitation (as is very natural ) run into the 
other extreme, and explode the wholez and no 
ſooner lie under the leaſt preſſure, but are ready to 
flie in the face of Authority for relief. The fr 
of theſe preach no ſafety to the Goveryed, the latter 
no ſafety to the Governor ; for if the Governed may 
in no caſe refiſt, then there can be. no Law but the 
Will of the Prince; and if there be zo ſuch Dofrine 
as Non-Refiſtance, then the Prince lies at the Mer- 
cy of the People : Both theſe are unreaſonable Ex- 


tremes, eſpecially conſidering the Conſtitution of 


» 


this Kingdom. 

When the Being of Zeings had created Man eno- 
bled with a Reaſoning Faculty, he deals with him 
ſuitable to that Faculty, and governs him accor- 
dingly. God reſtrains his own abſolute Sovereign- 


| ty, and gives reaſonable Laws, by which he bounds 


himſelf ro Reward and Puniſh. Now, if God,who 
by Dominion, and as meer Lord, had an abfolute 
Right to all our Obedience, yet thinks fit to en- 
ter into another Relation with his reaſonable Crea- 
tures, and, diſtin from meer Lord, takes upon 
him the Notion of a Governour, and enters into 
Covenants with his People ; then I would know by 
whatAuthorityMan can pretend to a moreAbſolute 
Power and Sovereignty 2 Why we may fafely ſay, 
That there is a Covenant between GOD, the Su- 

| preme 
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Paſſive-Obedience ſtated, 8c. 


preme Governour of the World, and Man ; and 
yet it ſhould be ſawcy ſpeaking to ſay, That there 
is a Covenant between the King and his People > 
Why all our Obedience to G © D ſhould lie only 


in the obſervance of reaſonable Laws, and Man. 


muſt be obey'd in thoſe that are reaſonable and un- 
reaſonable ? 

Mankind and the Law-Natural had their beings 
together, and were never to be ſeparated upon 
any conhideration whatſoever : But thoſe Rights, 
which we were left at liberty to have, or not to 
have or to do, or not to do 5 thoſe we had a full 
Power to reſign, either abſolutely, or in part; 
and according to ſuch reſignation, we were bound, 
and of the Conſequences thereof muſt not com- 
plain , becauſe they followeds our own Adts and 
Conſents. But though wecould diveſt our ſelves 
of the Rights, yet we could never clear our ſelves 
from the Laws of Nature ; though we had Power 
to bind our ſelves where we were free, yet we 
could have no Power to free our ſelves where we 
were eternally bound : Wherefore the fulleſt Sub- 
miſſion to the moſt Abſolute Monarch muſt of ne- 
ceſſity be a limited Submiſſion 5 the Laws of Na- 
ture muſt be obſerv'd, if we do our Duty, in 
ſpight of all Laws 'by humane Conſtitutions made 
to the contrary. 

Now Self-preſervation is a Natural Law, and 
for the ſulfilling of that Law men have always cho- 
ſen to be embodied into Civil Societiesz by which 
means they might meet with one another's mutual 


aſſiſtances, and then the Good of the Whole in- 
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The true Notion of 
cluding the Good of each Individual, they were 
oblig'd by the greateſt Law that could be laid up- 
on Mankind , that they ſhould uſe their utmoſt 
united Care to prevent publick Detriments: And 
this being the' greateſt Law , all Laws loſe their 
force that ſtand in'competition with it; and there- 
fore the Rule, Fiat Juſtitia, & pereat mundus , is 
by the Wiſe defpis'd as a piece of ſenſeleſs Pedan- 
try ;. for that cannot be Juſtice, which is againſt 
the good of the Whole; nor that Injuſtice, which 
preſerves it. So that when a King will violently 
take an Eſtabliſh'd Church and State illegally by 
the Throats, to talk, That we may not free our 
{elves by any means from'that fatal Hand ; becauſe 
this is Depriving the King of his Rights, and doing 
Evit that. Good may come on it : All theſe, and 
ſach-like Diſconrſes, are only effetminate prattles 5 
for if a Magiſtrate will a& plainly deſtructive to 
the Community he governs, we are diſcharg'd ei- 
ther from an Adive or Paſſive Obedience, and in- 
difpenfibly obliged by the Law of Nature to Refiſt- 
ance. 

Thus when we are ask'd by thoſe who fetch all 
Rinply Power from the Clouds, How the People 
can 'by their Conſent inveſt the Magiſtrate with a 
Power of Life and Death, when they themſelves 
have not a Power to diſpoſe of their own Lives ? 
The Anſwer is eafie : They may and ought to do 
this for the Publick Good and Saſety; for that Pow- 
er in a Magiſtrate is the Preſervative againſt the 
wicked Deſigns and Violences of unruly Tempers ; 
which ſtill ſquares with the Law of Self-preferva- 


tion. 
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Paſſive-Obedience ſlated, &c. 


tion. Indeed, if we conſider a man ſingly, and al- 
together independent, I own he has not Power to 
diſpoſe' of his own Life: He himſelf is the whole 
Body, and 'tis unnatural for a Body to' conſent to a 
Diflolution. Bur if we conſider Men'as a Compa- 
ny incorporated , then each individual is but a 
Member of the Body; and where's the abſurdity 
in affirming, That a Body may and ought to con- 
ſent to reſcind corrupt and putrified Members, in 
the preſervation of the other Parts? Nay, higher 
yet, the Body-Politick may conſent, That ſome 
Members- that are well and ſound', ſhall hazard 
themſelves in extremeſt dangers to fave the reſt, 
with as much reaſon as the Body-Natural may ex- 
poſe the Hand to faverhe Heart; orelfe there can 


be no ſuchthitg as @ juſtifiable War, whichis too | 


fooliſh for any man to believe. 
From all which I may conclude, That the ſwag- 


gering Rants for Unlimited Obedience are very ex- - 
travagant, even under the moſt Arbitrary Monar- 


chies ; bur not to be endured in a Conſtitution 
made up of divers parts, the Laws whereof pre- 
ſcribe bounds to the Prerogative, and to the Peoples 
Power and Rights 3 in fuch places, -this Notion 


makes the Governments with Principles in them-. 


ſelves deſtructive of themſelves : for whoever muſt 
be oppos'd in nothing, may do every thing ; and 
if this be in any part of Power, the other parts are 
but Cyphers. But further, this Notion in ſuch 
places does not only make Obedience due where 
there is no Law, which is to make a Debtor with- 
out a Creditor, and ſo abſurd ; but it alſo my 

bedi- 
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The true Notion of 


Obedience Cue againſt the Laws, which is very 
ſinful ; for what difference is there in the ſin, be- 
tween obeying an unlawful Command, and dif- 
obeying one that's lawſul2 Nor will it avail to 


_ urge,” That Paſſive-Obedzence is only required in 


ſuch Cafes 5 for who ſtands by, and ſees a Mur- 

ther done when he may prevent it, is himſelf guil- 

ty. Tis true, the Goſpel injoins us to ſuffer, ra- 

ther than break human Laws ; but muſt we there- 
fore ſuffer, rather than preſerve them ? and this 

we do by our Paſive-Obedience, when the Govern- 
menc 1s overturning. The ſole reaſon why Non- 
Reſiſtance to Governours 1s a Duty, is for-the pre- 
ſervation of Eſtabliſhid Government. The ſole 
reaſon why Eſtabliſh'd Governments are to be 
maintain'd, is for the preſervation of Communi- 
ties ; and for both theſe reaſons Reſiſtance may be 
as neceſſary in ſome Caſes, as Non-Refiſtance in 0s 
thers ; for elſe by a miſled Prince the Government 
may be ſubverted, and the People ruin'd. 

But ſome of the Learned have objected, That 
this 15 placing a Power in the People to call their 
King to an account when they pleaſe ; for if the 
People may reſiſt but in any one Caſe, this makes 
them Judges when that Caſe happens, and under 
the colour of that pretence we ſhall find abun- 
dance of Rebellions, which will be productive of 
many more Inconveniencies to the Publick, than 
our ſuffering the King to ad as he pleaſes, who 


for a Male-adminiſtration muſt be accountable 
hereafter. | 


In 
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In Anſwer, I fay, The proper meaning of calling 
to account, 18 a demanding ſatisfaction tor what 1s 
paſt 3 but the Power here contended for, is only a 
defenſive Oppoſition to what is illegally executing.: 
I do not call that man to an account, whom I kill 
purely in defence of my own life ; no more is that 
King called toan account, who is oppos'd in the 
execution of unjuſt Oppreſſions: and 'tis highly 
rational the People ſhould be Judges thereof ; for 
who can better judge when Oppreſſions are, than 
thoſe who feel them Again, 'tis very ſtrange 
( ſpeaking now to Proteſtants) that every private 
Man muſt be Judge of his own Religion in gene- 
ral, and that Morality is a part of Religion, and 
our Duty to Princes a part of Morality; and yet 
in this laſt part we muſt make no uſe of our Judg- 
ments ! Becauſe, fay they, this will bring more in- 
convenience upon the State ; and beſides, theKing 
is accountable hereafter. But is the King accounta- 
ble hereafter for a Male-adminiſtration 2 ſo are the 
People for an unjuſt Rebellion. Thus, as to here- 
after, they are upon the ſquare; but by no means 
as to the preſent ; for the Prince's Glory advances 
with his Power, and his Ambition is gratified in 
the exerciſe of his Dominion ; and then his private 
Conſcience, though ever ſo erroneous , becomes 
the Standard of the Publick Good 3; to which all 
muſt comply, and fo be miſerable in their future 

fate ; or elſe by not complying be miſerable here : 
but on the contrary, Rebellion brings ſuch certain 
Troubles, that it cannot with more reaſon be un- 
dertaken, than a languiſhing Patient takes wo 
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The true Notion of 


ſeous Draughts, which is, To prevent a greater 


Miſchief. So that there's no manner of Tempta- 


tion to an unjuſt Rebellion, but a very great one 
to exorbitant Power and Tyranny : wherefore 1t 
cannot poſſibly be ſo dangerous for the Common- 
wealth to make the People Judges when they are 
illegally oppreſs'd, as to make the Prince Arbi- 
trary. | 

There are yet two ſorts of perſons more, whoſe 
Arguments upon this Subject, becauſe they have 
ſeem'd plauſible to the World, I ſhall take into ex- 
amination. 


The firſt are thoſe who endeavour to perſuade, 
That Kingly Power was always Fare Divino; and 
therefore to oppole Kings, even in their Injuſtices, 
is making War with Heaven, from whence they 
had their Commiſſion. 

The ſecond fort are thoſe who look no further 
for Kingly Power than the holy Goſpel ; but from 
thence will prove, That all Kings are Abſolute, and 
in all Caſes irreſiſtible. | 


In Anſwer to the firſt : I can conceive but two 
ways by which men may be ſaid to Govern by 
Divine Right: 1/7. By an immediate appointment 
of God Almighty ; or 2dly. By an uninterrupted 
Succeſſion to thoſe who had God's Deſignation to 
Them and their Succeſlors. 

A Learned Author, who goes about to Unchurch 
all Diſſenters to Epiſcopacy, argues in the manner 
following : That they have no true Ordination a- 


Paſlive-Obedience ated, 8c. 


monegſt them ; for that Power muſt be obtain'd ei- 
ther by Ordinary or Extraordinary Means; Ordi- 
nary there's none, but by an uninterrupted Suc- 
ceſſion from the —_— ſuch a Succeſſion they 
cannot pretend to, becauſe the Biſhops have folely 
ingroſs'd that Power for many hundred years to- 
gether. But whether that Argument hold good 
or no, 'tis moſt certain the Presbyters muſt prove, 
that originally they had a Right of Ordination, or 
ſhew by what Divine Inſtitution ſince, the Presby- 
ters now have more Right than their Predeceſſors 
had, elſe there's an end of their Pretenfions to that 
Right. Thus 1f Kings can't ſhew an immediate 
Divine Commiſiion, nor a Succeſſion in Right, if 
. not in Poſſeſſion, to ſome King who had Divine 
_ Commiſion to Him and his Succeſlors, then the 
Pretence of Reigning Fure Divino is a fond Pre- 
tence. But if, after all, they will have it, that 
none of this needs be, for that all Kings are the 
Ordinance of God, and fo Fure Divizo; then this 
will be an undeniable Conſequence, That no King 
can have a wrongful Title, but every Uſurper fits 


in the Throne with -as much Divine Right as the 


moſt Lawful Prince. 

However, let us admit what has no appearance 
of proof to be true, That Kings have their Power 
Fure Divino ; Muſt it follow , That all Powers 
which are Jure Divino are unlimited Powers > The 
Apoſtles had a General Power Fare Divino, to 
teach all Nations , yet they were reſtrain'd from 
teaching falſe DoCtrines ; that was beyond their 


Power, elſe they mought have taught wrong by a 
C Divine 


"The true Notion of 


Divine Right > So though Kings have a Divine 
Commiſſion to govern, yet there cannot be in 
God's Commiſſion an Authority to do Injuſtices ; 
and* therefore to oppoſe Kings in ſuch Caſes , 
' is not to oppoſe the Divine Commiſſion, but May's 
©ſurpation. As for inſtance ; If a Bailiff in this 
Kingdom has the King's Authority to take in Cu- 
ſtody a perſon for Debt ; if to take this Man, the 
Bailiff will break open a Houſe, he may be oppos'd 
without the leaſt affront to the King's Authority. 
To conclude this Point ; Whether King's have their 
Power by Divine Right, or not, it's evidently 
no oo Conſequence, that their Power is Unl1i- 
miteEd.. 


As to the ſecond fort of People, who prove 
Kings Abſolute and Irreſiſtible, from the Holy 
Goſpel : | 

I do acknowledge, That the Commands of Obe- 
dience to Magiſtrates, and the prohibitions to reſiſt 
them, are very frequent in Holy Writ; the rea- 
ſons whereof ſeem plainly two : Firſt, fully to con- 
vince the Chriſtian Votaries, That the liſting them- 
ſelves Chriſtians was no Immunity, no Diſcharge 
from their Duty to Governours 3 but that ſtill their 
legal Commands were to be atually obey'd when 
they did, paſſively when they did not conſiſt with 
the Laws of Chriſt; which proves, That there is 
truly ſuch a Doctrine which we commonly call 
-Paſſrve Obedience ; and thoſe who ridicule and a&t 
againſt that Doctrine ( rightly underſtood ) may 
too ſoon be ſenſible of the ſeverity of its Sandtion ; 


Paſſive-Obedience ſtated, 8&c. 
for, Thoſe who refift ( fays the Goſpel ) hat receive 


to themſelves Damnation. | 


The ſecond Reaſon why the Precepts of Obedi- 
ence, &c. were ſo often repeated, was to fatisfie the 
jealous Governours of the World, That our Savi- 
our did not deſign by his numerous Train to tot- 
ter the foundation of any earthly Governments, or 
to make the leaſt alteration in Civil Rights ; but 
that his DoEtrine was compatible with the Powers 
of the World, which he would leave as he found to 
Human Management, under the ordinary Provi- 
dential Care ; and therefore, though our Saviour 
enjoyns to render to Ceſar the things that were Ce@- 

ſar's ; yet he no where enumerates what thoſe 
things were, or tells us, That every Governour's 
due was the ſame with Cz/ar's ; but leaves that 
wholly to the Conſtitution of places, and does in 
efte@ tell the buſie people that came to him, Te 
have already Laws to inform you what is Czlar's 5 
grve it him. | 

If then our Saviour never attempted the altera- 
tions of Civil Governments or Rights, which no 
man -can ſhew he did, then our Duty to Magi- 
ſtrates was not become larger after all his Injun- 
ions than 'twas before; for had he either increas'd 
or leſſen'd the Governours Prerogative, or the Peo- 
ples Rights, -it had made an alteration in Govern- 
ment : If fo, it 1s not conceivable that the Sub- 
jeas Duty before Chriſt's coming, was larger than 
Human Laws had made it; there being then upon 
the face of the whole Earth no Eftabliſh'd Govern= 
ment by God's particular appointment. 

| C2 And 


The true Notion of 


And thus at laſt we have found out the true 
meaſure of our Obedience to Superiours, viz. the 
Laws of places: and fo from what has been faid, 
we may eaſily ſtate theTrue Notion of Paſſive Obe- 
dience ; Which 1s, 

That we chuſe to undergo the Penalty for Dif- 
obedience, rather than reſiſt, when the Laws of the 
Land command any thing ever ſo contrary to our 
Conſciences, provided thoſe Commands are not 
contradictory to the Laws of Nature. 

For by the Law of Nature, which was antece- 
dent to all Human Conſtitutions, Man was eter- 
nally bound, and muſt a&tually obey, notwithſtan- 
ding any Human Laws to the contrary ; and Hu- 
man Laws, by which men were bound, being an- 
tecedent to the Goſpel-Revelations, our Saviour 
himſelf was fo tender of their Authority, that in 
thoſe Caſes where they were oppoſite to his own 
Laws, he enjoins his Diſciples a patient ſubmiſſion 
to the Penalty, that the Magiſtrates might ſtill pre- 
ferve their Honour, by executing what the Laws 
of the place had determin'd Juſtice. But this was 
no new Command, for every one was bound be- 
fore to obey the Law, or ſuffer the Penalty : ſo 
that this Injuntion was given without any deſign 
to enlarge the Magiſtrates Power ; for though 
Chriſt's Diſciples were to pay their Duty, yet 
they were not to be more ſlaviſhly bound to Hu- 
man Authority than they were before, or more 
than others were bound to of the fame Common- 
wealth. Now therefore, what can be more evi- 
dent, than that there. can be no D#ty EE 
Obli- 


Paſſive-Obedience ſtated, &c. 


Obligation? But there was no New Obligation by 
Divine Writ ; nor no Old One, but Human Laws ; 
and therefore Human Laws, fo far as they do not 
cantradid the Laws of Nature, muſt only be the 
Meaſures of our Obedience to Governours, and 
Chriſt's Laws the Meaſures whether that Obedi- 
ence mult be 4#ve or Paſſive. 

There are ſome who have ingenuity enough to 
confeſs all this; but for want of ſtudying our 
Laws, they affirm, That by the Laws of Eng/and 
the Kings thereof are Abſolute and Irreſiſtible. 

And after this manner they argue, That the 
Kings of Exgland are Supreme, and that the very 
Notion of Supreme is to be Abſolute, Vnaccountable, 
and /rre/itible ; That the Oaths of Allegiance and 
Supremacy, and thoſe other Declarations of Par- 
liament now made Laws, That no Subjeft may 
raiſe or levy War, Offenſrue or Defenſive, againſt Hs 
Majeſty, &c. are a ſufficient proof, That the Kings 
of England are Irreſiſtible and Abſolute. 

In anſwer to which, it is already proved, That 
no King can be fo Abſolute as to be Irreſiſtible in 
all Caſes 3 and therefore, if the Laws of the Land 
are penn'd in ever ſo unlimited words, yet their 
ſenſe muſt be in ſome meaſure reſtrain'd. But we 
need not flie to this laſt refuge 3 for the Laws of 
the Land themſelves will ſufficiently expoſe theſe 
Miſtakes, and inform us, That the Notion of S$«- 

preme, though it does neceſſarily comprehend the 
greateſt, yet not af Power ; nor does it neceflarily 
comprehend the greateſt in all Caſes, but as Prz- 
mus inter pares; and in this ſenſe that word may 


properly 
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' properly beuſed,and in thisſenſe ourLaw makes uſe 


of it ; forhe is Supreme that has no Equal. Thus 
a Chief-Juſtice may be properly call'd , The Su- 
preme Judge of the Court, and yet all the Power of 
the: Court is not in him, nor does his Judgment 
ſtand for Law without the Concurrence of the 
other Judges 3 and in this manner only is the King 
Supreme in the Legiſlative Power ; for by our 
Conſtitution,in that Power His Majeſty has but a 
Negative Voice , and ſo has the Houſe of Lords, 
and ſo the Houſe of Commons; for without the 
joint Conſents of all Three,it can be no Law. And 
is the Legiſlative Power ſo infignificant a Trifle, 
that Kings may be Abſolute without it ? Nay, ſome 
things of a meaner nature the King himſelf cannot 
determine ; why elſe is it ſo often try'd in Weſt- 
minſter-Hall, whether the King by vertue of his 
Prerogative can do this or that ? The Papiſts them- 
ſelves, who we all know are paſſionate Lovers of 
Arbitrary Power, could never -meet their Miſtreſs 
in this Kingdom , but under a difguiſe; for the 
Diſpencing Power muſt formally be the Judgment 
of the Major-part of the Twelve Judges, and there- 
foreRemove mult follow Remove, till they found 
Men for their purpoſe. But the abrogating of 
thoſe Laws muſt be effected by the face of a Par- 
liament ; and therefore the Charters, by the face of 
Juſtice, are firſt to be ſeiz'd, that the King, after 
Cloſetting, might know who to chuſe, and chuſe 
whom he pleaſed. But why all this hunting to 
find out Men of ill Principles, and why all-endea- 
vours uſed to debauch - good and honeſt Minds, - 
tne 


Paſlive-Obedience ated, &c. 


the Judgment of the Judges in one Caſe, andthe 


Conſent of a Parliament in the other, were alto- 
- gether unneceſlary > I think no man queſtions the 
goodewill of the Actors in thoſe days, to have 
done all by a ſingle Hand, could they have found 
there an Abſolute and Irreſiſtible Power ; which 
makes it plain, That they never underſtood that 
the meaning of that Declaration, 7hat uo Arms, 
Offenſive or Defenſive was to be taken up againſt the 
King, was to make him Abſolute ; but that the in- 
tent thereof was no more than a Declaration, That 
the Sword was by Law plac'd in the King's hand, 
which upon no pretence whatſoever was to be oppos'd 
in any legal Executions : For this Law is bounded 


by its own Nature to ſpeak no more 3 for being, 


as to this Point, only Declaratory, it could not 
extend to give the King any new Power, but could 
only declare what the old Law was in a Point that 
then was diſputable, viz. Whether the Militia of 
this Kingdom was in the King, or in the People ? And 
therefore to argue from ſome general words or ex- 
preſſions, which men will take in their full lati- 
tude, contradictory to the whole Body of the Law, 
and which the Law-makers - palpably deſfign'd 
ſhould bear no more than a legal Conſtruction, is 
juſt as the Romani/ts argue for St. Peter's Superio- 
rity, becauſe there is one Text ſeeming only to fa- 
vour their Conceits, when there are ſeveral plain 
and expreſs Texts for Equality ; and indeed, after 
that manner of expounding, 'tis a Task of no diffi- 
culty to -produce irreconcilable places out of the 


Holy Goſpel it ſelf. But further, this way of rea- 
ſoning 


The true Notion of 
ſoning will appear very inconſiderate, even from 
their own inſtance, v:z. the Oath of Allegiance, 
which they would have, from the general words 
therein contained, an Oath of unlimited Obedi- 
ence ; whereas the very Notion of A/legzance, the 
thing we ſwear,is no more than a legal Obedience, 


and the words in the Body of that Oath muſt be - 


bounded to that ſenfe, let them be ever ſo general 
in. their common acceptation ; nor did the Parlia- 
ment ever deſign thoſe words to be underſtood fur- 
ther; for if that Oath muſt be taken and under- 
ſtood as generally as the literal ſenſe would bear, 
then Paſſive Obedience will not ſave our Oaths, for 
they require A4#ive. But if they'll ſuppoſe, That 


. by that Oath they do not bind themſelves to tranſ- 
_ greſs the Law of God ; fo Ill ſuppoſe, Nor the Law 


of Man neither: And this is impli'd by the Ma- 
kers of that Oath; for ſince the making thereof, 


*tis notorious that the Parliament have called fome + 


to account who acted againſt the Laws, though by 
the ſpecial Commands of the King. Wherefore if 
that Oath muſt be taken and underſtood accord- 
ing to the full latitude of the words in the Body 
thereof, then the Parliament have made a fine Trap 
for people, firſt ro impoſe and injoin an Oath to 
be taken, and then hang thoſe who keep it. If this 
does not ſufficiently expoſe this way of interpret- 
ing, let it be added, That according to their Noti- 
on of Loyalty , we ſwear what may beimpoſlible 
to be perform'd ; for the King's Commands may 
be contradiftory, as we know they often were in 
the late King's time. In every Ad of + 

| the 


Paſſive-Obedience ftated, 8&c. 


the King himſelf is a Party who commands, and 
till thoſe Acts are repeal'd by the ſame Authority 
that made them, they continue the King's Com» jp 
mands; and when he requires our Obedience to 114 
his Private, contrary to his Publick Voice, what 11 
" way 1s there to keep my Oath of Allegiance? If —\. 
I chuſe to obey Acts of Parliament, wheretn are jab. 
his Majeſties Publick Commands, I: diſobey his - 20, 

| Private: If I chuſe to obey his Private, I diſobey " 
his PublickInjun&tions. The Reader before he has 
ended” this Pamphlet , will find many Inſtances 
where theſe Cafes have hapned ; but 'tis enough 
for my preſent Argument, that they may happen, 
and therefore I defire that Expoſitor who wil not 
have this Oath bounded by the-Laws, to play the 
Caſuiſt,and relieve us upon ſuch unlucky Accidents. 
Theſeand ſuch vain Notions men ſend into the 
world, when they meddle with a Science to which 
they have made no particular application ; for les 
men be; ever ſo great and learned in''their own 
way, yet they may be Novices in another ; and 
we ſhould have a more quiet, and a better inſtru- 
ed world, if we did not endeavour to make others 
know, what we our ſelves do not underſtand. 
I would ask thoſe who are of opinion, That the 
Kings of England are abſolute by the Laws of the 
Land ; Whether our Learned Lawyers have not 
given themſelves and the Nation too, moſt unne- 
ceſſary and ridiculons troubles, by their many and 
large Treatiſes under the Title of Prerogative , 
where they largely. tell us as well what the King - 
cannot, as what he'can do? If theſe great _ in 
: gd TH their 
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their 0wn way- were not: very-fooliſh, T canifee-no 


reaſon to, credit ghe new OQpiniators. , who very 


briefly wrap up. all in this, That the King is abſo- 
lyte and: baundleſs, and: that's Prerogative which 
He is pleas%d. toimake {© 3; and: here at, ance they 
bury. all the conBant and mighty boaſts of Engli/h 
Liberties and Properties, 

I could tire my ſelf and'the Reader too in Quo- 
rations, againſt theſe Novalitts, there being-ſo ma» 
ny Judgments in our: Books, and in; our-daily Ex- 
perience, that-bounds the King's Preragative.; but 
conſidering what has already. been ſaid, I conceive 
very few Inſtances may ſerve in this matter. When 
the City of Tork endeavour'd to obtain from the 
King a: Power to hold Pleas by Erg/z/b Bill, 'twas 
2djudg'd by:the whole Court, Le Roj-ne poet grant, 
gue le-Gouncel. de Torke, tenera plee per Engliſh Bill 
de. un obligation ou matters. tryable al common Ley 3 


| cay ul ne poet alter la Ley, que eſt I Inheritance de 


cheſcun home. M. 10. ja. B. That the King cannot 

nt, That: the Council of Tork may- hold Plecs 
by Eng/i/Þ Bill of any. Obligation or other matters. 
tryable-at the Common Law ; becauſe the King 
cannot alter the Law, which is every man's Inheri- 
tance, And for the very ſame Reaſon, when the 
King had granted to the Univerſity of Oxford, to 
hold Pleas according to the Civil Law, Coke cites 
the Judgment- of all the Judges of E»g/and, That 
this was a void Grant. Thereare a great number 
of Caſes to this purpoſe, but theſe may ſuffice to 
thew, that our Judges are not of opinion, That 
the King is Abſolute. And now let us hear what 
a King 


 Paſſive-Obedience Pated, &c. _ 
a Ring himſelf 63, The Pops, Whs a5" buſt 
watches all advantages to advance hithfelf ih Civil 
as well as Eccteliaftical Power, made fuch ufe of 
King Fohr's unhappy Circumſtances, as to oblige 
him to hold the Kingdoins of Ergland atid Treland, 
by Homage, and a Yeatly Tribiite-of the Apoſto-- 
lick See. - And in £4. rſt's tire, the Pope deriiands 
Eight Years Arrears of this Yearly Tribute ; 4 
gue, fays our Books, !e Roy reſpond” per Jon Letter 
al Pape, que le brew gy 7 5" diſſoive devant jue ceo 
paiſſort eſtre determine, © dit, quod fine Prelator bus 
_ &. Proceribus communicato Confiliv Sanftitars veſtre, 
* ſuper predifta non prſſumus reſpondere,& jurejarands 
in Coronatione mſtra preſtita ſumus obſtritts, 
quod jura Regni moſtri ſervabimus illibata , 
nec, aliquud quod Diadema tangat Regni ejuſ- 
dem abſque illorum, requifito confilio factemus. 
3 E. 1, Rot. clauf. . methb. 9. To which the 
King anſwer'd by his Lettet to the Pope, That the 
Parkement was diſſoly'd; before that matter could 
be determin'd ; and fays, That We can give nd Atu- 
ſwer to the Demands of Tour Holineſs, without Our 
Lords and Commons 5 and We are ftrifly bound by 
Our Coronation Oath, That We ſhall Preſerve the 
Laws of Our Kingdont untouch'd 5 nor ſhall 4s diiy 
thing that may concern the Crown, without their Ad- 
vice. But the craving o!d Gentleman ſtiff Keeps 
up his Pretenſions; tor if £4. 34's time, our Books 
tell us, Le ſpecial cauſe del ſummons del Parlement 
' fuit 4 aver advice quel reſpond” ſerroit done al. Pape 
gue avvit manmde al Roy per preces d aver F annual 
cens de mille Markes per force > ui fait que il 4ifoit 
” - D 2 Roy 
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John feſoit a luy,au perpetuitie a faire a luy ho- 
af ge Je Realme Paleterre & Trelond & a 
render le dit annual cens ; a que fuit reſponde per les 
Seignieurs el Commons un accord, que le Roy John 
- #ec aſcun auter poet mifter luy ne ſon Relme en tiel 
ſubjeftion ſans aſſent de eux, © come piert per pluſers 
evidences, que.fi ceo fuit fait, ceo fuit fait fans lour 
aſſent, & encountre ſon ſerement en ſon Coronation,© 
que fi le Pape attempter a faire le Roy a faire ceo que 
zl claime, qui ils refiſteront et contreeſterront cve tout 
lour puiſſauce 40 Ed. 3. Rot. Par. n. 7, The ſpeci- 
al Reaſon of ſummoning the Parliament, was to 
have Advice, what anſwer to give the Pope, who 
by Proceſs had demanded of the King a Yearly Tri- 
bute of a 1000 Marks,which he ſaid both that and 
homage was to be paid perpetually of theKingdoms 
of England and Treland, by force ofa Deed made to 
him by King Fohn; to which the Lords and Com- 
mons unanimouſly anſwer'd, That King John, nor 
no other without their Aſſent, could put himſelf 
or the Kingdom in ſuch Subjection;and it evidently 
appeared, That if ſuch Deed was made, it was with- 
out their Aſſent, and againſt his Coronation Oath; 
and if the Pope attempted to. make good hisClaim, 
that they would reſiſt him with all their Power. 
Now here's the Judgment of all the Judges of 
England, the Judgment of the King himſelf the 
Judgment of all the Lords and Commons aflem- 
bled in Parliament, That the Kings of England are 
not Abſolute 3 and when I ſee a better Authori- 
ty to the contrary, I ſhall think it very reaſonable 
to ſubmit. In the mean tune, to thoſe who argue, 
| | That 
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That the Laws have made our Kings irreſiſtible ; 
and whoever is irreſiſtible, is Abſolute ; I ſhall grant 21 | 


That the Laws have made the King irreſiſtible, (Hs 
whilſt he keeps within the bounds of his Legal et 
Authority 5 but 'tis ſenſeleſs, very ſenſeleſs, to ſup- gies 
poſe the Law protects any man in the violating of ; 


Laws : I ſhall grant too, whatever Power is with- thay 
out exception irreſiſtible, is alſo Abſolute ; and for , 
this very reaſon, that unlimited ſenſe cannot be the «(1 
meaning of the Law which forbids taking up 0 
Arms ; becauſe, as has been proved by our Laws, 
our Kingsare not Abſolute, but Limited ; If there- 
fore whoever is irreſiſtible, is abſolute ; then who- 
ever is not abſolute, is in ſome caſes reſiſtible ; and 
fo let them make the beſt of their Argument ; for 
inſtead of proving the Kings of Eng/azd abſolute, 
they have helpd us to a very good medium to 
prove him reſiſtible. | 
Now whereever the Power. of the Magiſtrate is 
reſtrain'd and bounded by the Laws of the place, 
there all within thoſe bounds, are the Rights of _ 
the Magiſtrate ; and all without, the Rights of the 
People ; and ſo far as the People tread within 
thoſe bounds, ſo far they are Invaders of the Ma- 
giſtrate; and ſo far as the Magiſtrate treads with- 
out thoſe bounds, ſo far is he an Invader of the 
People; for he has no more right to take away 
what the Laws have determin'd mine, than TI have 
totake away what the Laws have determin'd his : 
So that if the Magiſtrate may rightfully oppoſe 
any. of his own Peoples unlawful Incroachments 


upon the Prerogative, I cannot. ſee why tor the 
very 
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very fame Reaſons, the People may not rightfufly 
oppoſe the Magiſtrate's unlawful Incroactments 
upon their Rights ; for when the Magiſtrate -is at 
the end of his Lawful Power, he's at the end of our 
Obedience too ; and. different degrees of Power 
make different degrees of Obedience ; otherwiſe, 
firſt the inferior Magiſtrate may expect as large an 
Obedience as the Superiour ; and 24/y, There may 
be Tranſgrefſion where there is no Law, which is 
not only diretly againſt Holy Writ, but alfo 
againſt common Senſe ; if' ſo, unleſs there be Law 
in a Magiſtrate's unlawful Command; ( which are 
Terms contradiQtory ) then there cannot be any 
Tranfgrefſion in diſobedience to them. 

If it ſhould be here objected, That this way of 
reaſoning juſtifies our Rebellion upon the Magi- 
ſtrates leaſt encroachment : I anſwer, that theGo- 
ſpel interpoſes in ſuch Caſes, and injoins us not to 
feat ſo with one another, much leſs with Princes : 
And common Reaſon will tell every man, that he 
ought not to purſue ſatisfaQion for a wrong done, 
when the purſuit will coft him more than the ſatiſ- 
faction, when obtain'd, will amount to; and if 
People always keep this Rule, Rebellion can never 
be a remedy but in extraordinary Grievances. 

The matter thus truly ftated, wilt make us ea- 
ſly ſee how unadviſedly fome have produc'd the 
whole Army of Martyrs, and ſaffering Chriſtians, 
ro maintain an unlimited Obedience to the Kings 
of England ; for men may legally ſuffer in one 
Countrey, for what they cannot legally ſuffer in 
agother, according to the various modutarions and 

| d:grees 
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degrees of Power 1n the Governing part: Thus in 
ſome places men may ſufter, and perform but the 
duty of Chriſtians, when had they fuffer'd ſo in 
another place, they had only offer d the Sacrifice of 
Fools : Its true; thoſe Examples do unanfxerably 
prove ſuch a Notion among Chriſtians, as. we call 
Paſlive Obedience, but that's all ; for ro:make their 
caſes pertinent to ours, -it ought to appear that 
thoſe Chriſtians, when they had ſtrength enough 
to oppoſe, yet would:not, but rather ſubmit their 
Eſtates and' Lives: ro the mercy of thoſe. who by 
the Conſtitution and: Laws. of the Place, had'nv: 
legal power to deprive thervof eitherz and-if' men: 
would boaſt of no-morexamplesthan-they. found 
of this nature,. which are' only to the purpoſe, I 
preſume their Liſt would not be verylarge. 


In fine, Nothing. can! be: more plain than the 


notion of Paſſive Obedience, however in-theſe lat- 


ter days many great: Men have made a ſhift to 


miſtake it ; for let us but actually obey the Laws 
of the Land, where we can withour tranſgreſfſing 
the Laws of Chriſt, and paſſively where we can- 
not, and we have fully paid our duty to human 
Powers ; and thus far- we: mult pay, but beyond; 


is a breach of duty 3 for 'tis betraying the Com-- 


mon Good, which is the greateſt Moral Evil. 

But it has lately. beer} retorted upon us, That 
this is the ſame with the Depoſing Doctrine,. for 
which the Church of Engi/and has ſo freely and 
unanimouſly reproach'd the Churctr of Rome. 

- The Reader has already underſtood our Do- 


Arine, and by a bare repreſentation of the Remar,, 


a man 
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a man that can ſee any thing, will ſee the difle- 


-  TENCC. 


What the Depoſing Dofrine of Rome is, the 


Popes themſelves muſt reaſonably be ſuppos'd the 


moſt | Authentick Judges, and their Judgment 
appears in many of their Bulls ; out of which num- 
ber, two may be ſufficient for our purpoſe, eſpe- 
cially ſince they were Preſents ſent to our own 
Kingdom by Pau! III. and Pwus V. the firſt depo- - 
ſing Hezxry the VIIIth, the other Queen Elizabeth. 
In the beginning of Pau/'s Bull, he declares his 
Power: from Heaven thus; Ecce Te conſtitui ſuper 
Gentes © Regna, ut evellas, & deſtruas, edifices, 
plantes, precipuum ſuper omnes Reges univerſe Ter- 
re, cunttoſque populos obtinentes Principatum. Be- 
hold, I have. made thee over Nations, and King- 
doms, that thou mayſt pluck up, and deſtroy, 
build, plant, eſpecially over all Kings of the 


Whole Earth, and all People who have gotten any 


Principality. And by virtue of this mighty Power 


- he declares Zexry the VIHth a Heretick, and then 


commands Zexry the VIfith's own Subjes, the 
Emperour, and all other Princes, to take up Arms 
againſt him, even thoſe Princes who were in Alli- 
ance with him,though the Leagues were confirm'd 
by Oath, or any other obligatory way whatſoever : 
for he abſolves them from all their Oaths and Ob- 
ligations ; and for their encouragement, after he 
had damn'd all that ſided with the damn'd King, 
liberal Paul freely beſtows all their Eſtates to thoſe, 
who would put in execution this reaſonable Decre- 


tal Order. Piusthe Fifth begins his Bull in the 


ſame 


Pet's 
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ſame Rhodomantading manner, and then tells us, 
Hlius itaque auttoritate 'ſuffult;, (Qui nvs in hoc ſu- 
premo juſtitie Throno, licet tanto oneri impares, wvo- 
luit collocare, de Apoſtolice poteſtatis plenitudine de- 
claramus predittam Eliz. Hereticam, Oc. Being 


therefore ſupported with his Authority, whoſe . 


pleaſure it was to place us (though unable for fo 
great a burthen ) in this Supream Throne of Ju- 
ſtice, we do out of the fulneſs of our Apoſtolick 
Power declare the aforeſaid Elizabeth, being a He- 
retick, &c. to have incurr'd the Sentence of 4na- 
thema, &c. And then it follows, Quin etiam ip/am 
pretenſo Regni predifti jure, necnon omni & quicun: 
que Dominio, Dignitate, Privilegioque privatam. And 
moreover; we do. declare Her to be deprived of 
her pretended Title to the Kingdom aforeſaid, and 
of all Dominion, Dignity,and Privilege whatſoever. 
Thus far 'the Bulls ; from whence it appears, 
that the Popes do aſſume an Apoſtolick Power, 
jure ſucceſſionis, to Saint Peter, to dethrone thoſe 
Princes, whoſe Faith in all reſpects is not the ſame 
with the Roman Faith : A Doqtrine which our Di- 
vines, and all Mankind, are oblig'd to expoſe and 
deteſt : for admit the Pope's vain Pretentions to al 
Apoſtolick . Power, does it not lie upon him to 
ſhew, when the Apoſtles pretended to, and exer- 
ciſed this Power? or elſe may we not ask how the 
derivative Power can be greater than the Power 
whence it was derivd 2 But they are not only un- 
able to give Inſtances of this kind , but what's 
ſtronger, every . one of the frequent Commands, 
and all the Examples of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, 
concerning this Point, -24: in cxa&t- oppoſition 


| The true Notion of 


to this Arrogant Pretenſion : they look'd upon 
themſelves but as Sojourners here upon Earth, and 
injoin'd and pradtis'd obedience to thoſe Governors, 
who were altogether Enemies to the Chriſtian 
Faith ; and either the Depoſing Doctrine 1s falſe;or 
our Saviour was miſtaken; for Czfar ought to have 
turn'd Chriftian, or loſt the things which were his. 
Qur notion of Reſiſtance does not fo much as 
border upon this; for we think our ſelves bound 
to obey our King, be his Religion what it wall ; 
all we pretend to, is to defend aſſaults upon our 
Government ; and to ſave our ſelves, when by 
Eaw we may 5 fo whilft they by their Do&rine' ſet 
up the greateſt Uſurper in the World, we by ours 
only detend our felves from Uſurpations, which 1 
think a ſufficient manifeſtation of the- difference of 
our Principles. 3 9: oh 
To make what 'has been faid, truly ſerviceable 
to the preſent ſtate of this Nation, as. well to juſt 
fie thoſe worthy Patriots, who' 'were aQtive 'and 
aſſiſting in the redemption of their Countrey, as 
to fatisfie thoſe whoare doubting, and others who 
areſo pert to ask, What did K. F. do contrary to 
the Laws ? I ſhall give this briet Account, That 
our whole Conſtitution was in its expiring Agony, 
and in no more probability of being recovered, 
thanLazaras his being rais'd from-theGrave;nothing 
but a miracle could do either:His Majeſty had found 
out ſome Judges, who,tho as blind, were as ſtrong as 
Sampſ:n too; whatever Pillars their groping Hands 
were guided to, ſhiver'd to pieces ; by advancing 
a Diſpencing Power , they could in one moment 
batter Gown. all the firorg ſt - Holds againſt 
| Pope- 


ADE am IIS "a & 4 
\ " - ot $7 apy ETA - 
A Ei 3 . ; Py > » EF.” 28 DREITS 4 = 2 
” £ , 


PY bd w 
<3 : : - 


+ 0 ns 


Paſſive-Obedience ſtated; 8c. 
Popery , which had coſt our Parliament many 
years toraiſe ; nor was it the extent.of their power 
to {ilence the Laws made, but they broke into the 
very Conſtitution of the Law-makers; for by voiding, 
allCharters,they place a power in the King to chuſeRe- 
preſentatives for the People ; and whilſt the Laws,and 
the Houſe of Commons were what the Judges pleasd, 
and the Judges intirely at the pleaſure of the King 


(conſidering what King we had) our Nation was: 


ina very hopeful condition : But perhaps it may 
ſomething excuſe theſe Judges, that they found His 
Majeſty would be arbitrary, whether he had their help 
orno ; for he was no ſooner in the Chair, than his 
Proclamation: .came out for continuing the Cuſtoms, 
which were/giver by Parliament, only for his Bro- 
ther's Life : When .any Money-Bilt paſſes the. Royal 
Aflent, the words are, Le Roy accept le done de les 
Commons ; but the King ſtood in no need of their 


gift, he could tax his Subjects at pleaſure. Thus alſo 


by his ſingle far, a great ſtanding Army: appears 18 
times of Peace, which to mode} compleatly for his 
purpoſe, as faſt as Papiſts. and falſe pretending Prote- 
ſtants were found, the true Zg/;/þ-minded Officers 
were diſcarded ; and we might ſoon have expected 
the Dragooning way of converting, Hereticks ; for 
the Ecclefiaſtical Eſtablithment was already put into 
violent trepidations ; the. Biſhops wrongſully ifpri- 
{on'd, and: top'd by Commiſſioners 3 the Clergy (t- 
lenc'd for ſpeaking with the Laws,againſt Popery;and 
Popiſh: Prieſts; pablickly allow'd: and-encourag'd. to 
Preach, 'and fpeak againſt :Proteſtantiſm, which. at 
thac time was,;and till: is Ereaſon! by our Jaws; and 
that all:the Clergy might have equal ſhare in-ſuffering, 
they: were injoin'd to read a Declaration —_—_ ro 

| their 
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thibir Conſciences, vpon pain of Suſpenſion ; and that 
there ' ſhould' no. longer be a ſupply of honeſt and- 
Learned Proteſtants, our Univerſities were forc'd by : 
Mandates to receive Popiſh Knaves and Blockheads. - 
-'Thus were our famous Laws, -and our venerable: 
Church ſet naked amongſt unmerciful enemies,after a | 
Coronation-Oath, and reiterated Promiſes to ſupport 
and defend them 53 which is a thouſand proofs; that 
the Religion of thoſe People vitiates and 'debauches | 
their Nature and their Morals, and forces them. 
through ſuch execrable Villany, for the Propagation 
of what their bigotry calls the Catholick Faith , as 
the moſt wicked man without ſucha Religion, would: 
ſhrink roperpetrate; and the queſtion.is more' diffi! 
cult, What-did K. Fames:not do ?: than, What did he 
do in oppoſition to the Laws 2 Wherefore to.extend: 
Paſſive Obedience to a Kingdom under fuch Circum- 
' Nances, is to preach a Doftrine. very ſinful 5 *tis to 
bring the Body-Politick into Adam's condition, to 
makea voluntary forfeiture .of their Paradiſe, and to 
entail the Curſe upon their ſucceeding Generations. . : 
A man may againſt the. true Notion of Juſtice be 
legally exeeuted , andin that caſe muſt ſubmit, tho 
he could oppoſe ; but to ſuffer himſelf to be illegally 
executed when he can oppoſe, is to die a ſelf-murder: 
er; for where's thedifference between him who lays 
violent. hands upon himſelf, and him who will nor 
fave his life when he lawfully can 2 I am ſure the Law 
of Self-preſervation is the ſame in both caſes. 
'- Andin thoſe occaſions where Nature and common 
Reaſon puſhes us upon our defence, they do-not:enly 
oblige us to ward Blows, and pary Thruſts, but torre- 
turn them too, where our ſafety requires it ; for Imay 
killa manin defence of my ownlife ; the duty which 


lies 


Paſtive-Obedience ſtated, &c. 


lies upon us, is to do all things neceſſary to ſecure our 
ſelves; and what in reaſon could we do leſs for our 
common ſecurity, than has been done againſt the late 
K. whom we knew by his Principles, and had experien- | vel 
ced by his Practices, that neither Laws, Promiles, nor E 
Oaths could bind him? Ws, 

Now whereever we are required to uſe Violences, 
at the ſame time we are freed from Duty and Submitſ- ory 
ſion 3 for to oppoſe and to ſubmir, are things in their Is | 
own nature inconſiſtent together ; and for the ſame | 
reaſon that Force us'd to deſtroy us, frees us from o- 
bedience ; Force us'd to fave us, obliges us to obedi- | 
ence ; for what can lay a greater obligation upon Wt | 
mankind, than redemption ? Which makes the Scru- 
ples of thoſe intolerable, who refuſe to ſwear Fidelity My | 
to that Great Prince, who fav'd us all, and venturd 19] 
all to faveus. It cannot be denied ( the late King job 
having forfeited his Government ) but that accord- is. | 
ing to the common courſe of things, the Regency had 
wholly veſted in the Queen ; but both the extraordi- 
narineſs of the Caſe,and the neceſſity of Afﬀairs,requi- 
red otherwiſe; and the Queen her ſelf ſhews no dif- 
ſatisfaction, why ſhould we 2 In caſes of neceſlity 
things become lawful, which before were not. Who- 
ever reads Hiſtory, knows various Examples of this 
kind ; but if there were no example, 'tis reaſonable we 
ſhould make one. To prevent a publick deſtruction, 
weought to diſpence with any thing, and not ſtrictly 
tye qur ſelves to Forms, which were made to fave, 
not to kill ; extraordinary Diſeaſes muſt have extra- 
ordinary Applications : and that's the only accounta- 
ble method, which tends to the recovery of the Pa- 
tient. We had no proſpe& of Safety, but under a 


Martial Protection, unleſs we ſhould expect, =_ . 
* 0 
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The true Notion of &c. 


God by Miracles had delivered us, fo by a Series of 
Miracles he would ftill defend us : It argues no di- 
{truſt of Providence to uſe our beſt endeavours; but 
it's ſuperlative Preſumption ro think God will do for 
us, when we'll do nothing for our ſelves, and when 
the wonderful Favours he hath already done, meet 


with unthankful and fullen tempers. The grumbling 


difcontented Proteſtants would think it hard to be 
dealt with as declared Enemies to the preſent Gavern- 
ment 5 and yet they are fo, unleſs they intend to live 
in obedience to it; and if they intend that, why can't 
they ſwear their intentions ? For what appears to me, 
there can be but one of theſe two things aim'd at by 
theſe mens examples, Either, That they would have 
K. Fames again ; which they generally deny. Or, That 
they would be diſcharg'd from all duty, and be every 
man King of himſelf; for if they would not have K. F. 
come, nor obey any body in his abſence, they muſt 
deſfipn to be their own Maſters; but which ſoever of 
theſe two they would have, the natural end of that 
deſign muſt be Qonfufion and, Miſery, | | 

Betides, the known and ſtanding Law of theLand obliges 
us to Obedience, now K. Witham is King in Pofteition; Cooke in 
his 3d Inktitutes, p. 7. clears that Point, and tells us, Every 
King de faGjo, tho non deyure, is Seignior le Roy 3 and, That the 
King regnant in Poſſcilion, without a Rightful Title, 'may by 
the Law exa& our Allegiance: Upon this Principle was! Alle- 
giance paid to ill. Rufier, and Henry 1ft, even 1n oppolition 
to Robert their Elder Brother; who was King de jure, and whoſe 
Merits deſ{erv'd a Throne, as well as eitkter of his Brothers ; 


nor is it material, That K. F. was Crow:'d. but Robert was not; 


for the ſame Authority jult before-cited, intozms us, That the 
Coronation is but a Sokemnity of Honour ;. aud to whom the 
Crown deſcends, he is King before iis Coronation: I could 
dwell much longer upon this Subjec, but to thoſe who have 
a will tounderftand, this is ſufficient, and to thoſe who. have 

not, *tis too much, FINIS. A 
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